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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
I am now almost half way through my term
as President of PECCTAC. During this time
our Board of Directors has dealt with many
issues concerning our business community.
Every month we have seen growth in our
membership and are at an all time high of
325 members. PECCTAC will continue to
be the “Voice of Business” representing our
members and community and voicing the
current issues and concerns of our local
business owners to various levels of
government. Your Board of Directors will
continue to encourage and promote the
benefits of membership to our business
community. We currently have group rates
on home, car, medical, dental and life
insurance. Through our association with
First Data we also offer excellent rates on
Visa and MasterCard transactions. To help
broaden the services and information we
provide I need member feedback on the
various issues within our community. Our
next “Meet and Greet” is on June 10th with a
summer kick off BBQ at Bay of Quinte
Mutual Insurance & Farm Mutual Services.
Our “Meet and Greets” are a good venue for
new members to introduce themselves and
their business. I am looking forward to an
exciting, fun and prosperous 2008 summer
season.
Sincerely, Rick Caruso, President

CHECK OUT OUR BLOG!
Hope you are voicing your opinion through
the PECCTAC Blog. Stay tuned for future
questions on important issues facing our
community.

YOUR CHAMBER @ WORK
Great strides were made at the Ontario
Chamber of Commerce Annual General
meeting in Oshawa. President Rick Caruso
and General Manager Lawrie Ackerman
presented 2 resolutions - Current Market
Assessment Process and Journey Person
Ratios. For further details on the meeting see
the enclosed Media release.

Premier Dalton McGuinty addressing the
OCC members at lunch.

Do the Best Companies Join
Chambers of Commerce?
Alexandria, VA
The best places to work tend to belong to
their local chamber of commerce, according
to a recent study by the American Chamber
of Commerce Executives (ACCE). Of
Fortune magazine's "100 Best Companies to
Work For" in the United States and Canada
this year, 94 are members of their local
chamber, including all of the top 24.
Separately, ACCE found that in a random
sample of 100 companies in the Fortune
1000, at least 75 were members of their
local chamber.
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"This 'Best Companies to Work For'
information is one more indication that the
best companies tend to be chamber
members," according to ACCE President
Mick Fleming. "If a company cares about its
employees, there's a good chance it also
cares about its community and the chamber
is the way that great employers invest in
both."
Local chambers of commerce are
associations of businesses that come
together to improve the local economic
climate and help members network and find
new business. Strong employers link with
and learn from like-minded peer companies
through business-led civic organizations -
chambers of commerce. Check out the
Fortune list of the best places to work:
http://money.cnn.com/magazines/fortune/be
stcompanies/2008/

Tourism Ambassador Program
The Prince Edward County Chamber of
Tourism & Commerce (PECCTAC) in
collaboration with the Prince Edward
Learning Centre has undertaken to develop a
Tourism Ambassador program that will
provide a customized customer service
module as well as a detailed County training
component.

The Business Retention & Expansion survey
that was completed in 2005 indicated there
were several training issues that were
lacking in Prince Edward County –
hospitality & service skills training was
highlighted.

A funding application is being submitted to
address these training issues. The
customized Tourism Ambassador program
will be the 1st ever in Prince Edward County
and will be flexible and affordable so all
sectors and businesses can participate.

In order for Prince Edward County to build
on its tourism we must provide a well
trained workforce. This project will be open
to all sectors and businesses in Prince
Edward County.

For more information please contact Lawrie
Ackerman at 613.476.2421.

Bay of Quinte Tourist Council
Update
Great News to Report! The 401 Tourist
Information Booth located at the Wooler
Road exit will again be staffed – this year - 7
days a week. We have been successful in
obtaining some funding from Service
Canada to hire 2 students for 10 weeks. The
cost to display your brochure in the kiosk
will be $350 per season. Please call
PECCTAC to book your space.
613.476.2421

401 Tourist Information Centre
at Wooler Road exit

A Clever Idea!
We had to share a clever idea from a
newcomer to the County. Put the latitude
and longitude (in decimal form) for your
place of business on all your advertising
material. Many visitors now have GPS
systems in their cars and boats. This will
help them to find you!

ARE YOU PAYING TOO MUCH?
VISA - 1.69%

MasterCard - 1.79%

CALL US TODAY TO GET THESE
GREAT RATES!




